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2008 
Vol. III 

February 

NEXT MEETING: 
 

Who: Pat Wintheiser   W0OPW  
When: Tuesday, February 19, 2008 
Time: 7 pm  

Program: Using computers for antenna  
 design 
 
Feel free to bring a guest 

 

Pat is the developer of the Nec2Go antenna design computer program 
that has received great acceptance of the ham community.  He will be 
presenting a program on using computers to design antennas.  He is 
known by several of our TVARC members and some have experience 
using his software. 

MEETING NOTICE 
FEBRUARY 19  
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 I find myself ever grateful to be living in the mild climate we enjoy in wintertime here in Florida,     
particularly as I write this.  My son in Indianapol is will be lucky to see 19 degrees Fahrenheit today.   
I hope everyone in the cold have good warm places to be during this serious spell. 
 
 Publicity is a wonderful thing most times, particularly if it is good.  TVARC has been fortunate to 
get lots of publicity from the local press the last few years.   In particular, we had a nice front page 
article on Monday, January 14th regarding “Florida’s dropping of Morse Code requirements”.  The 
reporter has been advised of this obvious error; however I sent the article to QST for its Media Hits 
column.  Allen G Pitts, W1AGP, Media & PR Manager, the editor of Media Hits, responded with the 
following: 
 

All press is good.  
 

This one also caused a chuckle as the requirement was dropped almost a  
year ago and it was not a Florida state requirement.  But what they  

hey...  it got ink! 
 
I wonder if it will make it to Media Hits. 
 
      I appreciate Art, KB9MI, our Vice-President, filling in for me for the January  meeting.  I have 
heard that Ed’s antenna  presentation was also very interesting.  I am sorry I missed it. 
 
 We have 15 folks signed up for the Technician Ham License Course that starts January 28th.    
The publicity we got from the media, The Villages Public Safety Department, and the Sumter County 
Sheriff’s Dept. helped us in getting such a large class.  I hope we can convince some of the attendees 
to go on to the General License Course as well.  I also want to extend my thanks to our members who 
have volunteered to teach these courses.  These include:  Don Crosby, W1EJM, Dave Robinson, 
N2PBK, Ed Crowell, W5TWR, Mike Latour, K1SIE, and John Fleming, W3GQJ. 
 
 The Technology Expo will be held on the 23rd of February. This is our first time participating in 
this event. I hope that it will give our club some additional exposure and perhaps will gain us a new 
member or two. If anyone would like to volunteer to help host the booth for a couple of hours that 
day, please contact me. 
 
 Make sure you make plans to attend the Orlando Hamfest, “Hamcation” on February 8, 9 
and 10. This is one of the larger hamfests we have in the area and should be enjoyable.  No, I do not 
receive any benefits from them for this advertisement; however, we might make some plans to do 
some carpooling down there to save gasoline. Can we get a volunteer to coordinate a carpool for this 
event? 
 
 The Brooksville Hamfest is taking place on February 16th at the Hernando Co. Fair Grounds for 
those who may be interested. 
                                                                                                                  R. B. Coulter, AI4OD - President 

PRESIDENTS CORNER 
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Minutes of January 15, 2007 
Meeting  

 
 The meeting was called to order by the Vice President, Art Fenn, KB9MI, at 7:05 pm.  The 
members were greeted and introductions started.    The large group of    members present for the 
meeting were thanked for their attendance.  
 
 The Vice President called for the Minutes.  They were posted on the Website, and hard copies 
were circulated by the Secretary because of the two month interval between Business Meetings.  The 
Secretary, Ed Crowell, offered to read the Minutes if the members were unable to review them on the 
Site.  A motion to accept the Minutes as posted was made by John Enot, W8JJE, and Seconded by 
Jules Deschenes (with one 'n').  The motion passed by voice vote. 
 
 The Vice President then asked for the Treasurer's Report.  Copies were passed out and re-
viewed by the Treasurer-pro tem.  He noted we had 32 paid up members plus three new applicants at 
the meeting. A Motion was moved by John Enot, W8JJE,  and Seconded by Carol Bolling, KA4TYG, 
to accept the Report.  The motion was passed by voice vote. 
 
 Committee Reports were then called for.  The ARES Report was given by the EC, Ed Crowell, 
W5TWR.  He noted that the New Villages Switch (W5TWR-10) was running and getting traffic.  For 
new members or yearly renewals, application forms were passed out during the meeting and        
available at the Head Table at the break.  New Badges are available to the members at any time 
through Becky at the EOC.  Just call the EOC to Schedule your picture, etc.  The Tornado Season 
has already begun. Remember we had the Ground Hog Day Tornado here in the Villages on         
February 2nd last year.  It is never too soon to get ready!  Memberships in ARES are up to 40        
including snowbirds.   All are Welcome! 
 
 We have a QCWA Chapter here in the Villages.  You need to have been licensed for 25 yrs.  
Meetings are at the Veranda at 10:30 on the first Thursday of the month.  President J.T. Fleming  
invited everyone to come and join us for rag chewing and Lunch. 
 
 The Secretary announced the Orlando Hamcation February 8-10.  He had a flyer and a map 
for those interested.  He also noted two triangular towers, one up to 50 feet were available for the  
taking in Fruitland Park. 
 
 On the matter of the Tentec Triton IV, we discussed the disposition again.  J.T. says Tentec 
assured him the rig was worth $350 and John has put it in a website for Sale or Best Offer. 
 
 The Antenna Seminar CD was present with 43 copies at the Secretary's Table.  23 were       
distributed to the members and the rest were taken home for labeling by yours truly.  We have gotten 
rave notices from those who have viewed it!  The copyright   protection has been sent off to the       
Library of Congress and should return now any day! A list is being kept so that we may know who 
has each copy.  Bob Myers will be presenting it to GBARC on Long Island next month.  
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 The Vice President announced the Technical Expo would be held at Hacienda Rec Center 
February 23rd.  Volunteers were being requested to man the booth.  It will be from 9 to 5pm.  We 
already have a booth promised. 
 
 The Cookie Monster list was passed around for volunteers.  All but one month were taken 
(December meeting is the Christmas Party and needs no Cookie Monster). 
 
 The Vice President requested that all members sign in and update their E-mail addresses.  
 
 Ham Radio License Classes were announced to start January 28th at Firehouse 51 on Bonita 
Blvd.  Classes will be from 7 to 9 pm and will last ten weeks.  The first 4 weeks will cover the       
Technician License the nest 5 weeks will be for the General License and the Tenth week is the Exam.  
Those already licensed who wish to up-grade may do so at the Exam Night.  Please notify us ahead of 
time which license you wish to test for so that we may have materials present for all who wish to take 
exams.  There is a small nominal charge for the exam and paper work (about $13).  You must bring a 
copy of your previous License Certificate. 
 
 A suggestion was made that we consider having a Radio Club Luncheon once a month.  This 
came up at the Board Meeting and is being brought to the membership.  If interested please contact 
the President. 
 
For the Good  of the Order presented the following items: 
 
 1) The next Board Meeting is February 10th at the Veranda at 10 am. 
 2) QCWA will meet at the Veranda on February 14th at 10:30 am 
 3) Orlando Hamcation will be February 8, 9, and 10th 
 4) Elmers are available to anyone needing help setting up their station/antenna.  
 
 
Repectfully submitted by Ed Crowell, W5TWR 
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We are planning some very interesting programs for future        
meetings, so watch the news letter for more informa tion. If you have 
an idea for a meeting or would like to present one,  please let the 
president know. 
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1. YOUR WIFE SAID "LETS GO SEE AUNT ANNA AND YOU THOUG HT SHE SAID               
ANTENNA!  

2.  
2.  YOUR WIFE SAID "COULD YOU CUT THE GRASS?"  AND YOU THOUGHT SHE SAID              
POUND THE BRASS! 

3.  
3.  YOUR WIFE SAID "WE'VE BEEN INVITED TO BREAKFAST  AND YOU THOUGHT 
SHE SAID      HAM FEST!  

4.  
 4.  YOUR WIFE SAID "SOMETHING IS WRONG WITH THE CH ECK BOOK AND YOU 
THOUGHT SHE SAID          LOG BOOK!  

5.  
 5. YOUR WIFE SAID "IS MY SEAM STRAIGHT? AND YOU TH OUGHT SHE SAID,  

6. " IS MY BEAM STRAIGHT?  
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Ham History Sites 
 
Ham Radio History  
 

Early Amateur Radio History 
 

WHY RADIO AMATEURS ARE CALLED "HAMS"  
 

The Extraordinary History of Amateur Radio Satellit es 
 
Antique Wireless Association 
 
ANTIQUE HAM RADIOS AKA BOAT ANCHORS 
 
VINTAGE AMATEUR RADIO STATIONS 

             3VO                          1FX 
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THE VILLAGES  AMATEUR RADIO CLUB  
NEWSLETTER 

�

�PUBLISHED BY THE VILLAGES AMATEUR 
RADIO CLUB 

THE VILLAGES, FLORIDA 
WEB SITE WWW.TVARC.NET 

�
�Electronically published monthly in Adobe 

Acrobat format and posted on www.tvarc.net  
 

PRESIDENT ........................ R. B. Coulter, AI4OD 
VICE PRESIDENT .......................Art Fenn, KB9MI 
SECRETARY ....................... Ed Crowell, W5TWR 
TREASURER..................... Tom Schuler, N0OSG 
TRUSTEE K4VRC .....................Jim Vrioni, N3JV 
EDITOR.....................................Art Fenn, KB9MI 
Webmaster........................Don Crosby, W1EJM 
 

The Villages Amateur Radio Club is an American Ama-
teur Radio League (ARRL) affiliated radio club���

 

�

Skywarn   
Training March 13th   
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LEFT TO RIGHT 
 

 

     VICE PRESIDENT              Art Fenn, KB9MI 
     SECRETARY                   Ed Crowell, W5TWR 
     PRESIDENT                   R. B. Coulter, AI4OD 
     TREASURER                   Tom Schuler, N0OSG 

Pictures and  
Articles Needed 

 
 
 
If you have pictures or articles you would 
like to write for inclusion in the TVARC 
Newsletter, please contact the editor at 
vp@tvarc.net .  Additionally, if you have 
ideas for articles, please contact the editor.  
This is the club’s newsletter not just the 
club officers’ or the editor’s. 
 

February Technical Expo Planned 
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Orlando Hamcation - Feb 8-10, 2008 
 

Friday - Noon to 7pm 
Saturday - 9am to 6 pm 

Sunday - 9 to 2 pm 
�
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