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2009 
Vol. IV 

May 

NEXT MEETING: 
 

When:   Tuesday May 19, 2009 
 
Time:   7:00 pm  
 
Location: Firehouse 51 
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      Program: Antennas and Field Day 
  

TVARC is open to anyone regardless of   
where you live! 

 

MEETING NOTICE 
Tuesday  May 19, 2009  
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 The meeting was called to order by the President, George Rutkoskie, KC0YRB, at 
7:00 p.m. at  Firehouse 51.  He welcomed all presen t to the meeting and led them through 
the Pledge of Allegiance.  He then asked the visito rs from Marion County and Orlando  
AMSAT were introduced to the membership.  The minut es of the last meeting were  
published on the Webpage of the club for review by the members.  The President asked for 
additions or corrections.  Since there were none, h e asked for a motion to accept the  
Minutes as published.  The motion was made and seco nded.  It passed without objection. 
 The President then called for the Treasurer's Repo rt.  It was passed around by 
printed copy to the members.  It was moved and seco nded that the Report be accepted.  
The motion passed by voice vote. 
 Old Business was called for.  The president said h e helped with the Classroom  
demonstration of amateur radio.  The students enjoy ed it and several said they intended to 
pursue amateur radio as a hobby.    
 Committee Reports were called for.  The ARES Repor t was given by Ed, W5TWR.  
We talked about the UISS Software and the planned S ET with Lake on 28 April.  Our efforts 
to get the D-Star repeater up have gotten the atten tion of three Amateurs in Marion County 
led by N2KD.  The Florida Repeater Council has give n us permission to put up a D-Star  
Repeater at the Wildwood Police Tower in Wildwood.  The climb has not yet been  
scheduled due to Budgetary restraint.  When Emergen cy Management gets their budget 
for the Current Fiscal Year, we should be able to g et the antenna and feedline installed.  
New ID Cards were handed out at the last meeting.  Others will follow as the applications 
come in.  The Roster is up to 28 active members.  A n SET under the Aegis of Lake County 
ARES has been scheduled for April 28th.  We have fo ur members who will conduct the 
tests. 
 New Business was then called for.  The President s tated that the Hurricane Expo will 
be held April 30th from 10 am to 1 pm at the Savann ah Center.  He also suggested a new 
Committee for DX-ing.  Chuck and Fran Theisen will present info on this interesting  
activity.  Fran then made a few comments about her experience in working All Counties 
(twice over!).    
 The President noted that he has made arrangements to do a school visit and talk 
about Ham Radio He will do a radio demonstration.  He hopes to get some interest to  
develop in the schools to recruit new Hams and memb ers for the Society. 
 Comments and suggestions were requested by the Pre sident.  The Fifty-fifty  
drawing was held while we were waiting for the Sate llite Pass.  The meeting was adjourned 
at 7:25 p.m. for the Program by Orlando Amsat membe rs which started in the parking lot 
for the Pass of the Analog Satellite.  Then the mem bers of the Club re-assembled in the 
Classroom for the formal presentation.  It was well  received.  The meeting was adjourned 
at 8:50 pm. 
 
Respectfully submitted, Ed Crowell, Secretary 

Minutes of April 21, 2009 
Meeting  
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VO-52 HAMSAT Launch Date: May 05,2005 
Frequencies:Indian Transponder: 
Uplink:   435.220 to 435.280 MHz LSB/CW 
Downlink: 145.930 to 145.870 MHz USB/CW 
Dutch Transponder: 
Uplink:   435.225 to 435.275 MHz LSB/CW 
Downlink: 145.925 to 145.875 MHz USB/CW 
Mode and Antenna Polarization: 
V: LHCP U: RHCP 

 
 
 

AO-51 ECHO Launch date: June 29, 2004 
Analog voice downlink:   435.300 MHz FM / 435.150 MHz FM / 2401.200 Mhz FM 
Analog voice uplink:       145.880 MHZ FM / 145.880 MHz USB / 145.920 MHz FM 
                                   1268.700 MHz FM 67Hz PL tone 
Digital Downlinks: 435.150 MHz FM 38k4 PBP, 1 watt output 
                          435.150 MHz FM 9k6 Pacsat Broadcast Protocol 
                         2401.200 MHz FM 38k4 bps, AX.25 
Digital Uplink:      145.860 MHz FM 9k6 Pacsat Broadcast Protocol 
                         1268.700 mhz FM 9k6 PBP Digital 
Beacon:                   435.150 MHz 

 
 
 

SO-50 SAUDISAT-1C Launch date: December 20, 2002 
Uplink:   145.850 MHz FM - 67.0 Hz PL tone 
Downlink: 436.795 MHz 
To switch the transmitter on, you need to send a CTCSS tone of 74.4 Hz. 
The order of operation is thus: (allow for Doppler as necessary): 
1) Transmit on 145.850 MHz with a tone of 74.4 Hz to arm the 10 minute timer 
   on board the spacecraft. 
2) Now transmit on 145.850 MHz (FM Voice) using 67.0 Hz to PT the 
repeater on and off within the 10 Minute window. 
3) Sending the 74.4 tone again within the 10 minute window will reset 
the 10 minute timer. 

 
 
 

In addition, we have several satellites that have schedules under which they are operational due to current solar illumination conditions: 
FO-29 JAS-2 
AO-27 AMRAD 
AO-7 AMSAT OSCAR 7 

              Details can be found on the www.amsat.org site. 
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In order to get started in amateur satellites I suggest … 
 

Visit www.amsat.org : This site will have available the latest Keplerian elements to load into your tracking  
program, the latest satellite news, updated tracking information to let you know when to listen for the 
sats., etc. And most important… how to become an AMSAT member. 

At www.amsat.org, choose “mail services” in the left side of the home page and sign up for the amsat-florida 
email list. This gives the latest bulletins of AMSAT interest for Florida hams. Then sign up for the  
amsat-bulletin board better known as the amsat-bb. This allows you to keep up with all major         
happenings in the amsat community and most important, to ask question and get good answers! 

I also recommend checking into the Florida AMSAT Net which meets every 
Thursday evening at 19:30 ET. The main purpose for the net is to answer questions for new and old 
satellite hams and share the latest news of the day. We can be found on the NI4CE system of repeaters 
(see www.ni4ce.org) , also on 443.1 MHz K4ZPZ repeater in Orlando, and Echolink KG4YZY-R at 
node# 4429. We’d love to have you join us. 

 
 
For equipment I suggest… 
 
Kenwood TH-D7A(G): no longer produced. Can be found on occasion on amsat-bb mentioned above. Also check 
Ebay frequently.  
 
The Icom IC-910 is a good rig dedicated to satellite work. 
 
Yaseu FT-847 is also a good rig, but you have to look for them since they are no longer in production. 
 
Tracking program:  
 
SATPC32 available at the AMSAT store at www.amsat.org. All money goes to help AMSAT efforts.  
 
Antennas:  
You can “google” for … the M2 Eggbeater for both 2M and 70cm, the Texas Potato Masher (plans for this should 
be found on the internet or ask for them on the amsat-bb), Parasitic Lindenblad Antenna for 70cm designed by 
Tony Monteiro, AA2TX. These are but a few of the more stealth antennas that can be mounted indoors.  
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THE VILLAGES  AMATEUR RADIO CLUB  
NEWSLETTER 

�

�PUBLISHED BY THE VILLAGES AMATEUR 
RADIO CLUB 

THE VILLAGES, FLORIDA 
WEB SITE WWW.TVARC.NET 

�
�Electronically published monthly in Adobe 

Acrobat format and posted on www.tvarc.net  
 

PRESIDENT .......... George Rutkoskie,  WC0YRB   
VICE PRESIDENT ........... Dennis Hardoin, W4DIH 
SECRETARY ....................... Ed Crowell, W5TWR 
TREASURER............. Bob Goodspeed, WB3HML 
TRUSTEE K4VRC George Rutkoskie,  WC0YRB  
NEWSLETTER EDITOR…………..Art Fenn, KB9MI 
Webmaster………………...RB Coulter, AI4OD 
 

The Villages Amateur Radio Club is an American  
Amateur Radio League (ARRL) affiliated radio club���

 

 
Pictures and  

Articles Needed 
 
 
 
If you have pictures or articles you would like to 
write for inclusion in the TVARC Newsletter, 
please contact the editor at editor@tvarc.net .  
Additionally, if you have ideas for articles, please 
contact the editor.  This is the club’s newsletter 
not just the club officers’ or the editor’s. 
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    President                          president@tvarc.net 
    Vice President            vicepresident@tvarc.net 
    Secretary                           secretary@tvarc.net 
    Treasurer                          treasurer@tvarc.net 
    Events Coordinator               events@tvarc.net 
    Newsletter Editor                   editor@tvarc.net 

     Webmaster                     webmaster@tvarc.net 
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