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2009 
Vol. IV 

June 

NEXT MEETING: 
 

When:   Tuesday June 16, 2009 
 
Time:   7:00 pm  
 
Location: Firehouse 51 
 

      Program: Field Day Preparation 
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 The meeting was called to order by the President, George Rutkoskie, KC0YRB, at 
7:00 p.m. at  Firehouse 51.  He welcomed all presen t to the meeting and started the  
meeting with the Pledge of Allegiance.  He introduc ed the visitors of whom he was aware.   
The minutes of the last meeting were published on t he Webpage of the club for review by 
the members.  The President asked for a motion to a ccept the Minutes.   The motion was 
made and seconded.  It passed without objection. 
 
 The President then called for the Treasurer's Repo rt.  It was passed around by 
printed copy to the members.  It was moved and seco nded that the Report be accepted.  
The motion passed by voice vote. 
 
 Old Business was called for.  The vice president t hen began to pass around the 
Filed Day Sign Up Sheets.  He asked people to volun teer for operating, setup, tear down 
and equipment for the event.  He said the Field Day  Event will be the weekend  
of June 27-28th and would be held at the Sheriff's Annex in The Villages on Hwy 466.  He 
also said that everyone should feel free to sign up  for multiple parts of the Time.  The 
President made an effort to introduce David Hamilto n form the audience whom he said was 
very interested in becoming a Radio Ham.      
 
 Committee Reports were called for.  The ARES Repor t was given by Ed, W5TWR.  
We talked about the antenna installation which was going on at Arbor Village and Osprey 
Pointe.  We talked about the Electrician, Bryan, be ing given the order to proceed with 
these.  Meanwhile Judd has asked Lt. Merritt to put  up the HF Dipole at the EOC.  This 
would bring up our capabilities at the EOC so that we could contact directly the State 
Warning Point in Tallahassee.  The D-Star climb has  not yet been scheduled but will be 
scheduled after the Special Needs Shelters work.  A n SET for Sumter  County ARES has 
been scheduled for June 16th by Judd Wright.  We ha ve had preliminary meetings to  
organize the event which will have an accident with multiple casualties along I-75 but  
without the Chemical Plume of last year.  We will h ave two callouts for the SET, one at 8 
AM and another at 1PM from the EOC.  Everyone shoul d mark their Calendars for this date.   
 
 The Vice President then took the floor to give a l ittle more information on Filed Day.  
He said that we will have the Sheriff's 53 foot Eme rgency Van parked in the back parking 
lot at the Villages Annex.  We hope to have a Beam,  Wire Dipole and a Vertical Multi-Band 
antenna for the GOTA Station.  He went over a list of the facilities contained in the Van.  He 
than sent the Sign-up Sheets back around for more p eople to sign up since we did not 
have enough volunteers yet to even merit running a Field Day Event. 
 
 

Minutes of May 19, 2009 
Meeting  
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 The President then called for Fran Theisen, W9XYL,  to speak about County Hunters.  
She offered a few words about operating, Dx-ing and  her love of working Counties.  The 
Vice President sent around a List to signup to be a n Elmer for the Club.  The idea was to 
have a list of people who would like to be an Elmer  so that when we have a New Ham need-
ing help, we can look at the list and decide who co uld most easily go over to help the Ham 
get on the air. This list would be kept by the Club  as a reference for this purpose.  While 
the List went around, Fran the continued with her p resentation about Filed Day.  She ex-
plained many things such as setting up for Field Da y is like setting up for an Emergency.  
It is practice for Emcomms.  She said the Club ough t to set a challenge up as a goal for 
themselves.  She said she feels the Club does not S trive for improvement of themselves in 
things like operating Field Day and the like.   Vis itors are always welcome and may operate 
with a Control Operator even if they aren't license d.  We will have operators to help people 
learn how to operate the Rigs.  This will all be do ne in Air-conditioned comfort.   
 
           New Business was then called for.   J.T.  announced the National Hurricane Center 
SET for May 30th.  They will be testing all their n ew equipment and all modes and Bands 
but their main frequency will still be 14.325 mhz.  The President then announced that he 
would like to start a CW Practice Net on Ten Meters .  They will start at slow speeds and 
work up to normal operating speeds.  Chuck Theisen said Morse Runner program is 
among the best he has seen.  He recommended we Goog le the name and get the program 
which is free.  It sends normal QSO Text for practi ce.  He says he recommends it highly.  
George put out a request for people to start the Ne t.  He got three sets of hands--so we'll 
see.  He then requested the Cookie Monster list be filled in for September, October and 
January.  
 
 The President informed the members that the liabil ity insurance needed to be  
renewed.  The Application was checked and the new p remium will be $327.  The President 
requested a motion to have the Treasurer write a ch eck for this amount to be sent in in 
time for renewal before the Field Day Exercise.  Th e motion was made and seconded.  It 
passed by a voice vote.  
 
 Comments and suggestions were requested by the Pre sident.  The Fifty-fifty  
drawing was held while we got  refreshments.  The m eeting was adjourned at 8:10 p.m.  
              
 Respectfully submitted, Ed Crowell, Secretary 

Minutes of May 19, 2009 
Meeting  
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Field Day 2009… Come on down! 
By Bob Myers, K2TV 

 

Great South Bay Amateur Radio Club, W2GSB, Fire Island, NY.  
 
Set aside the weekend of June 27th and 28th for Amateur Radio field Day.  If you never operated field 
day, this is your chance to get in on some good fun and camaraderie. If you are a seasoned field day 
operator, then you can share your knowledge with others.   I’ve found that during the years that I 
wasn’t very active on the air due to work and family commitments, field day was a kind of renewing 
experience.  It kept me in touch with the hobby that I’ve loved and kept me coming back to for the 
past fifty years. With this in mind I have some observations on field day. 
 
The club needs to know what equipment you will bring down.  Label everything with your call letters.  
Radios, power supplies, microphones, antennas, computers, headphones, etc. are all needed.  Let the 
field day committee know what you want to bring with you.  If you have a favorite CW key or keyer, 
a set of headphones that you are comfortable with, bring them down.  Many operators will bring a 
rig down with the stipulation that only they will operate it or at least not let it out of their sight.  That 
is fine as long as the committee is aware of the restrictions and can find a slot for it. 
 
The bands that are permissible for field day operation are 160, 80/75, 40, 20, 15, 10, 6, 2, 1.25. and 70 
CM bands.  We need equipment for as many as those bands as possible. What is your favorite mode?  
Is it CW, SSB, PSK or RTTY?  Bring your expertise on operating those modes to share with a new 
ham.  You might even want to try or learn about a new mode or rig yourself and field day is the place 
to do it. Setup begins at 7AM on Saturday and we should be on the air by 2PM and then operate a 
full 24 hours until 2PM on Sunday when we break down the stations.  We need as many people as 
possible to help with the setup and break down as well as operate. 
 
A few tips when operating the contest portion of field day.  The exchange of information with the 
other stations will consist of a number corresponding to the number of transmitters in use at the sta-
tion with a letter for the entry class of station.  The second letter designation is the ARRL section 
where the station is located.  For instance if W2GSB in the New York City-Long Island (NLI) ARRL 
section works K4VRC in the Northern Florida (NFL) section, the exchange will be something like 
this: 
“K4VRA THIS IS W2GSB 7F NLI OVER..”   “W2GSB THIS IS K4VRA QSL 2A NFL FROM 
K4VRA”  “THIS IS W2GSB QSL AND THANKS FROM W2GSB”. 
 
Of course we would use ITU standard phonetics on phone for the exchange.  The exchange is casual 
unlike most other contests and pleasantries are acceptable and encouraged.  Don’t forget to log the 
information and if using a paper log you must put the call of the station on a “dupe sheet”. 
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There are two ways to operate during the operation.  My favorite is the “search and pounce” method.  
If you visualize the dial of a radio like an upside down hair comb and the teeth of the comb are  
stations calling CQ field day.  You start at the bottom of the band (left side of the comb) and slowly 
tune up a little until you hear the first station calling CQ FD.  You check the dupe sheet or enter the 
call into the logging computer and if the station has not been worked already, then call the station.  
When that station is worked you finish logging and then slowly continue up the band until you hear 
the next station and repeat the process.  The beauty of this method is that you can take your time to 
enter the information into the log and go on to then next station at your leisure. You repeat this until 
you have reached the other end of the band segment for the mode you are operating.   It is like the 
story of the tortis and the hare… slow and steady wins the race.  The other method is to find an 
empty frequency, no easy task on field day, and call “CQ FIELD DAY”.  Then answer the stations 
that come back to you. When that does not get many contacts then go back to the search and pounce 
technique or change bands. 
 
If paper logging is used for a particular operating position, it is advantageous to have a second person 
to do the logging and dupe checking.  One person operates the rig and the other logs.  Computer  
logging is easier and only one person needs to do it, but there is no reason why one person can’t log 
on the computer and the other operates.  This is a good way for new operators to learn.  I’ve seen 
where an operator just learning the code pairs up with a seasoned CW operator and in a matter of a 
few hours found that their code speed increased just by copying along. 
We are plan to have a “Get on the Air” (GOTA) station available and if you know any youngsters or 
adults that would like to operate bring them down.  The GOTA station works separate from the main 
group to introduce new comers to ham radio by allowing them to operate with the help of a seasoned 
operator as a guide.   This is a great introduction to Amateur Radio. 
 
Here are a few tips to keep in mind: 
· Are you on the proper band and mode? Do not change bands or modes without coordination.  
Some of the operating positions have band pass filters installed on the output of the rig to cut down 
on interference between stations and will be destroyed if it is not used on the band it is designed for.  
Always check first. 
· Are you on the correct antenna?  The antenna feed line will be labeled as to the antenna type and 
band. 
· Beware of the band edges for the mode you are using.  There will be designators at each station to 
let you know the band segments to use. 
· Do you have the proper paper log and dupe sheet for the band you are on?  The band and mode 
should be written on the top of the log and dupe sheet.  Put your call in the left margin on the paper 
log sheet.  If we later have questions about a contact or your hand writing we know whom to ask.  
Please write clearly. 
· Are you logged into the proper band on the logging computer?  Type the word OPON followed by 
your call on the computer logger.  This will log you into the computer as the operator. 
· Do not put food or drinks on the equipment. 
· Be careful of wires and cables in the area.  They may not be able to see easily especially at night. 
· If you don’t know how to operate or tune a piece of gear, ask someone who knows. 
· Ask questions if you are not sure. 
HAVE FUN! 
 
We need everyone to participate and we would like to show public officials and the public that we are 
ready for any emergency situation.  Bring a friend! 
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THE VILLAGES  AMATEUR RADIO CLUB  
NEWSLETTER 

�

�PUBLISHED BY THE VILLAGES AMATEUR 
RADIO CLUB 

THE VILLAGES, FLORIDA 
WEB SITE WWW.TVARC.NET 

�
�Electronically published monthly in Adobe 

Acrobat format and posted on www.tvarc.net  
 

PRESIDENT .......... George Rutkoskie,  WC0YRB   
VICE PRESIDENT ........... Dennis Hardoin, W4DIH 
SECRETARY ....................... Ed Crowell, W5TWR 
TREASURER............. Bob Goodspeed, WB3HML 
TRUSTEE K4VRC George Rutkoskie,  WC0YRB  
NEWSLETTER EDITOR…………..Art Fenn, KB9MI 
Webmaster………………...RB Coulter, AI4OD 
 

The Villages Amateur Radio Club is an American  
Amateur Radio League (ARRL) affiliated radio club���

 

 
Pictures and  

Articles Needed 
 
 
 
If you have pictures or articles you would like to 
write for inclusion in the TVARC Newsletter, 
please contact the editor at editor@tvarc.net .  
Additionally, if you have ideas for articles, please 
contact the editor.  This is the club’s newsletter 
not just the club officers’ or the editor’s. 
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