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When:   Tuesday April 19, 2010 
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  Lake Miona Rec Center 
 

     Program: Spread Spectrum  
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Choosing a new hand held radio 
By Bob Myers, K2TV 

M y wife Marge (KA2NIE)                                                                 

kept seeing me fidgeting with my older Yaesu VX-5R hand-held radio which I’ve owned for almost 9 years now. The VX-5R has 
been with me in my travels all over the United States and several countries. Before I retired from my job, I took it with me to 
work every day and used it constantly. It had so much use that the numbers on the keypad are completely worn off. Marge told 
me to look in the catalogs and find a replacement for it as a Birthday/Anniversary gift from her. What a terrific wife I have!  
 
Now for the search for a suitable replacement for the VX-5R. I started the search by writing down the things that I didn’t like 
about the radio. In fact there was little I could find except it didn’t transmit on 220 MHz and could not  
receive the FM two-way radio band between 30 and 48 MHZ. No way to hear the local fire departments and public services in 
action. Now the new radio would have to be able to do these things and maybe more.  
 
I started the search by looking in the catalogs for available hand-held radios and then narrowing them down to units that would 
fill my wants. Then a look at Eham (http://www.eham.net) to see the reviews section. The reviewers are hams who own the prod-
uct and rate them from 0 to 5 along with comments. You have to read the comments one by one, especially the negative ones. Of 
course some of the negative reviews are from people who are either too critical, have operating issues or expect too much. Over 
all you will get a good idea of any problems encountered by users.  
 
The three units that I selected to consider were reviewed and all were found to be satisfactory. 
 
The next step was to get on the ARRL website and search the reviews by the League Technical Laboratory. This  
Really gets down to the technical “nitty-gritty”. I found the reviews and printed them out, checking all the technical  
parameters measured in the ARRL Laboratory. Again all three units were acceptable.  
 
The final step was to ask other hams in the Radio Club as to what they owned and how they liked it. Don’t be afraid to ask ques-
tions. This proved to be very valuable in my final selection. It seems the majority of the group has a  
Kenwood THF-6A and all seemed to be very fond of the radio. They only complaint from some of the members was the stock 
antenna left a little bit to be desired with coverage. Most members replaced the stock antenna with a  
Diamond SRH320A tri-band antenna. This antenna is a little longer and thinner than the original stock antenna, but seems to 
have better range. Other advantages that the Kenwood radio had included a full five watt capability on  
220 MHz, HF SSB/CW receive and a built in loop antenna for the AM broadcast band.  
 
The final task was finding a good price and a check with several vendors found that most were selling the radio for about the 
same price. I ordered the radio and it came the next day.  
 
Once I had the radio it was time to put it on the air. The Kenwood THF-6A is fairly straight forward to program and operate once 
the manual is read. Actually we know that most hams never read the manual first (me too!) and finding the information in the 
manual is easy by looking in the index.  
 
I did a test comparing the stock antenna with the Diamond SRH320A and the Diamond antenna did a slightly better job accessing 
repeaters on all three bands. Although the stock Kenwood antenna performance was acceptable, it is also physically shorter in 
length.  
 
Performing a little research when shopping for new equipment really pays dividends. You end up with something that is exactly 
what you need and want. All the information is there to make an intelligent choice and yes, I love the new radio. 
Thanks Marge! 
 
Editor note: Bob is a frequent visitor to The Villages and the radio club. He is on the board and one of the newsletter editors for 
the Great South Bay Amateur Radio Club on Long Island, NY 
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Education Report            

The General license class is in progress with 6 students. They are doing very well thanks to the fine group 
of volunteer instructors on board. W5TRW, K2TVY, WB3HML, N2PBK, and W4DIH.  They will be ready 
for their test on March 29th. 
 
The radio donor program is under way with 2 hand held’s signed out. Now we have to get these new hams 
on the air. I would like to start a get acquainted session on 146.925 at 11:00 AM, Monday mornings. I am 
hoping club members will jump in and help these new guys feel comfortable talking on the radio. They will 
soon be able to go on HF and it would be good if they got over a case of mic fright by then. 
 

  
 
 
The after school program is running along smoothly. There are 2 sessions left with this series but all 3  
students are signing on for the next series. They have made a code oscillator and a crystal radio. They will 
be working on LED light displays next and will be introduced to soldering. (Oh Boy!) We are preparing for 
the “Spring Showcase” which will be in late March at the Middle School Auditorium and will highlight 
what the kids have been doing. I plan to use this event to get more kids interested in the program for next 
year. 
 
The hamsters are learning Basic Electronics, Morse code and have been studying the test questions. I am 
really trying to have at least 1 pass the Tech exam. Not an easy chore with 3rd and 4th graders. This is a great 
program and is very rewarding to those who participate. 
 
Till next Month, 
Dennis  W4DIH 
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Education Report Update            
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 NEWS RELEASE-3/23/2010  Lake County Amateur Radio Emergency Service Offers FEMA Course 
 
On Thursday evening March 18, 2010 Lake County Amateur Radio Emergency Service offered their members and other ham  
operators an opportunity to take the online FEMA course ICS-100a, Introduction to Incident Command System. The Federal  
Emergency Management Agency defines an incident as an occurrence either caused by humans or natural phenomena that requires  
response actions to prevent or minimize loss of life or damage to property and/or the environment. 
 
This is one of several FEMA courses required by the Federal Emergency Management Agency to enable amateur radio operators to be 
deployed for the purpose of providing emergency communications. ICS-100a prepares a person to work within the Incident Command 
System that is necessary to manage natural or man made disasters that could occur in our area. These situations in Lake county would 
most likely be hurricanes or tornados. 
 
Ham radio operators through the auspices of ARES provide emergency communications during times of disaster when power lines are 
disabled and telephone service is disrupted. They provide emergency back up communications systems for local police and fire  
departments as well as provide radio contact to shelters. 
 
The course was held at the Lake Amateur Radio Association clubhouse in Leesburg, Florida. It was designed and led by Rick Butz, 
N7WE under the direction of the Lake County Emergency Coordinator, Al Richter, W4ALR. This course was an experiment to try to 
find a way to overcome reluctance to sign up for the FEMA online courses because of inexperience with computer learning. 
 
The standard ICS-100a course was used but in a class room setting. Six hams took the course and each one was provided with a lap top 
computer with which they could access the internet through the LARA wifi system. An overhead video projector was used to 
project the course videos on a large screen at the front of the room. It was also used at the beginning of each lesson section to explain 
what the objectives of the lesson were and to show on the screen a convenient stopping point at the end of each lesson. After the  
objectives were reviewed the students returned to their individual lap tops to proceed with the lesson. They were given enough time to 
proceed at their own pace with the computers. The ham operator students were required to do the course work on their own, provide their 
own answers to the Knowledge Reviews at the end of each lesson and unassisted complete the final exam.  
 
The course as put on by Lake County ARES took two and one half hours. Several hams who had already completed the course assisted  
as mentors. By breaking the course down into smaller units and allowing the students to proceed at their own pace through each lesson 
before moving on to the next provided a structure that helped them focus on what they were doing and did away with any competition or 
embarrassment. Some people do much better in a structured learning environment. Others are not used to on-line education and testing 
and are somewhat intimidated by the prospect because of the lack of experience. 
:w :w
RESULTS 
All hams completed the course. Unfortunately, because of e-mail difficulties, not everyone was able to immediately access their  
results. Preliminary indications show that the success rate will approach 100%.  
Several students indicated they would now proceed with other FEMA courses on their own because this experience gave them the  
confidence they needed to tackle online education. 
LESSONS LEARNED 
The class room setting is an effective way to get people engaged with online self study courses . By using this method the completion rate 
is higher than independent self study. 
Distractions and noise during the class can be a problem. Keep the classroom as quiet as possible during those times that students are 
working with their computers and answering questions. Consider using computer headphones to reduce outside noise. 
This was an experiment by the Lake County ARES group to encourage its members to qualify for deployment. All the people taking the 
course were encouraged to critique it at the end so that we may be able to improve course delivery when we decide to do this again. 
  
John T Luebbers K1AYZ 
Lake County  ARES  PIO 
5739 Bounty Circle 
Tavares, FL 32778 
352 343 8344 
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Pictures and  

Articles Needed 
 
 
 
If you have pictures or articles you would like to 
write for inclusion in the TVARC Newsletter, 
please contact the editor at editor@tvarc.net .  
Additionally, if you have ideas for articles, please 
contact the editor.  This is the club’s newsletter 
not just the club officers’ or the editor’s. 
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